Name: 

· Ambedkar Scholarships (USA)

· Ambedkar Scholarships (India) 

Purpose

We believe that Education is the only remedy for all root causes of backwardness – economical, social etc.   We also believe that the rich and educated among all sections of Indian society in general, and those from these sections who got benefited due to Affirmative Action in India in particular, have an obligation to encourage the bright students from marginalized sections such as Dalits and socially backward communities by supporting them educationally for the whole good of Indian society. The main purpose of the project is to encourage students from these marginalized communities to recognize the value of education thereby educating themselves for the betterment of not only themselves, their families and the societies they belong but also India as a whole.
We as well believe that the voice of the marginalized should be heard, how unpleasant it may sound, to correct the errors of the past and to build a just and equitable Indian society for the good of everyone. So, we want to encourage the voices coming from these communities though their writings, songs, news coverage, cultural arts, activism etc by recognizing their talents, encouraging them and there by bringing a cultural transformation in India where everyone irrespective of caste/religion will be proud of.
Scholarships/Awards categories
Donors have a choice of designating their scholarships to any one or more of the following categories.
· Scholarships for children of scheduled castes (AS-SC): These are the scholarships for Dalit students irrespective of religion or sub-caste. 

· Scholarships for children of schedules tribes (AS-ST): These are for Scheduled Tribe students irrespective of religion and sub-caste.
· Scholarships for children of most backward castes (AS-MBC): These are scholarships for students from most backward communities. They exclude students from powerful and rich castes like Kammas, Reddys in AP; Yadavs in UP; Thevars in Tamilnadu; Vokkalingas from Karnataka etc. Final decision of inclusion of castes in this category is solely in the purview of “Ambedkar Scholarships”. No correspondence from any individual other than the executive committee members will be entertained. 
· Special Scholarships:
· For children of scavenging families (AS-SF): A special category only for the children of manual scavengers.
· Activist Awards (AS-AA): These awards will be given to any individual who is active in the propagation of Dr Ambedkar’s thought in any field of work. Selection will be done based on individual applications or through nominations.
· Journalist/columnist awards (AS-JA): These are the awards to recognize/encourage the individuals in media – print, electronic or internet – who propagate the thoughts/ideology of Dr Ambedkar and who deal with issues related to Dalits and other marginalized societies in India. 
· Cultural awards (AS-CA): These are awards to cultural artists/singers/actors from these communities who propagate Dr Ambedkar philosophy and who deal with issues related to Dalits and other marginalized societies.
· Writer/poet/author awards (AS-WA): These awards will be given to writers/poets/authors whose books are connected to the propagation of Dr Ambedkar ideology and issues related to Dalits and other marginalized societies in India.
· Other individual scholarships/awards (AS-OTH): These scholarships/awards will be given on individual basis. If a donor wants to help a student (not related to him/her in any way) or recognize a particular individual with a good standing in the society, he/she may do so through this category.
Administration

· Organization: Two NGOs will be started – one in US and another in India. These NGOs will be administered by its executive committee based on the bylaws approved by the committee. 

· Executive committee: Each NGO will be run by an executive committee consists of a President, Vice-president, Secretary, Treasurer and a few board of directors. All the positions are voluntary in nature and no salary/honorarium will be paid for the services they rendered to the organization.

· Soliciting donations: Donations will be solicited from individuals and organizations around the world mainly through personal emails, email groups, personal contacts. Currently no corporate sponsorships are available. Other innovative methods will be explored in future.
· Money Transactions: All money transactions will be done through reputable a Bank/financial institution both in India and US. Money collected in US dollars and other currency will be sent to India depending on the need – one or more times a year and converted into Indian currency.
· Website: A dedicated website www.ambedkarscholarship.org will be maintained exclusively for this purpose. Every donation received and every expense will be posted on the website. A wealth of information including all activities, list of donors, applicants, awardees etc will be updated on the website on regular basis. 

· Email Group: An exclusive email group (ambedkarscholarship@yahoogroups.com) will be maintained for communication with donors from time to time. Donors will be informed about the activities of the project and other important information through this group. Donors will be encouraged to express their views and opinions to make the project more effective and purposeful.
Selection process

· Selection process will be different for each category of scholarship/award
· AS-SF: In case of Scholarships for children of scavenging families, the beneficiaries will be identified by Safai Karamchari Andolan (SKA)

· Other categories(AS-SC/AS-ST/AS-MBC): 

· An advertisement will be sent to all Government schools in any state we operate calling for applications.
· Applicants are asked to send an application with relevant documentation along with three short essays written in English or in their mother tongue
· A designated Ambedkarite will examine the essays and award marks. The main idea in asking to write these essays is to motivate students to learn about Dr Ambedkar even before they apply for scholarship and to make them think.

· All applications will be entered into computer for further process.

· Selection will be done mainly based on the marks obtained in the qualifying examination and the essays written. Economic criteria/parents profession will also be taken in to consideration.
· 50% of all scholarships will be given to girl students

· Awards: Selection will differ from award to award. Applications are called for though the available communication channels such as emails, organizations, personal contacts etc. Nominations will also be entertained.
Disbursement of Scholarships/Awards:

· All scholarships/awards will be distributed in a simple function in a city convenient to everyone in that state we run the project.
Types of Donation

· Donation for Endowment scholarships/awards: Any individual/organizational donor may deposit a certain amount as an endowment amount. Scholarships/awards will be given every year with the interest generated from this Fixed Deposit. The principle will never be touched under any circumstances.
· Donation for Yearly scholarships/awards: Any individual/organizational donor may give any number of scholarships/awards in a year. This amount will be collected every year.  

· Donation for books: Individual/organizational donors may donate any number of books or money towards the purchase of books. These books should only be connected to Dr Ambedkar ideology; Dalit issues; personality development to improvement of English - such as vocabulary, grammar, dictionaries, thesauruses etc. 
· Donations for expenses: Donors may also donate any amount of money. Money generated in such a way will be used for expenses or for instituting more scholarships/awards.
Scope

· All India if resources of both human and financial is available     OR

· Certain states in India where reliable human resources are available to execute the project 
Naming Scholarships/Awards
· All scholarships/Awards will be given under Ambedkar Scholarships 

· Donor can specify: 

· in which category he/she desires to give scholarship/award (AS-SC/AS-ST/AS-MBC/AS-SF/AS-AA/AS-JA/AS-WA)
· that his/her scholarships should go to either boys or girls or both
· a state/district where his/her scholarship should be given, if desired

· Donor can not specify that:

· his/her scholarships should go to a particular caste within the categories. Within each category, scholarships will be distributed without bias of any caste/religion. Care will be taken to distributed to the most deserving candidates within the category

· his/her scholarship should go to a particular school

· his/her scholarship should go to a particular student

· Scholarships/Awards can be named after a person/organization of donor’s choice (for example on the name of a parent/grand-parent etc) 

· When scholarships are not named after a particular person/organization, 

· scholarships for children from scheduled caste/tribes/scavenging families will be named as Babasaheb Ambedkar scholarship in case of boys and/or Mata Ramabhai Ambedkar scholarship in case of girls 

· scholarships for children from most backward caste families will be named as Mahatma Jotiba Phule scholarship in case of boys and Savitribhai Phule scholarship in case of girls 
Levels of Scholarships/Fields of Awards

· Scholarships will be available at all levels of education. Amount may differ in different levels.
· Awards will be given in all fields where Ambedkar thought/ideology is involved.
Scholarship/Award consists of the following
· Scholarships:
· A cash amount depending on the level of scholarship
· Biography of Dr Ambedkar either in English or in regional language
· A laminated Certificate of Achievement 

· Books donated by donors, if any
· Awards:

· A cash amount depending on donation/award
· Certificate of Achievement 

· Gifts donated by donors, if any
